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ship, with the provisions and stores on board,
at the entrance to the Ghilf of Uraba. The miser-
able colony found itself in a worse plight than it
was before, for there were many more mouths to
feed. Enciso was sent back to San Domingo.
They had no use for him. He was an eminent
geographer, but no good in an emergency.

Vasco Nunez de Balboa was at once received
as leader of the forlorn body of starving men in
the Gulf of Darien. Francisco Pizarro, though
several years older, at once accepted a subordinate
position. No one, indeed,, would seek for such a
command, except a man who sometimes rises
with the occasion, and whose genius tells him that
he alone can stem the tide of ruin and despair.
Vasco Nunez was such a man. His first care
was to gather together the miserable remnants
of the expeditions of Ojeda and Nicuesa. Some
were in the so-called town of Santa Maria la
Antigua, in the Gulf of Uraba or Darien; others
scattered along the coast, or with native chiefs.
He brought them all together, nursed the sick,
allotted houses and patches for cultivation, and
made them all feel that theirs was a born leader
of men to rule over them and care for them.

It was necessary to make long excursions in